betray their country; and I fear the religion of

most of them will be no match for such arts. The to Sidney

other day, as I hear, a Mantuan was made Pasha

of Alexandria in Egypt, a man who was taken
nine years ago at Szigeth, renounced Christian-
ity, and became a Mussulman. The princes of

Italy seem to pay little regard to these fadts.
They are engaged in the most childish rivalries

with each other, and trying to obtain the kingly
title. There are even some of them, I hear, who
are intriguing to have the royal dignity annexed

to their dominions* which, for aught they know,
will shortly become distridts for Beglerbegs and

Sanjaks, I am surprised at this new form of mad*
ness. They are negotiating here at court about
these trifles with such earnestness as to supply
us with ample food for mirth.

May God grant that our excellent young friend
Wotton*s new purpose of matrimony may prove
successful and happy* He is going before to set you
an example; but I            you are well inclined

of yourself and do not exhortation. You see
how I am led on by my love of babbling with you,
which hardly permits me to leave off, I esteem
It the            favour that your noble parents have

thought me worthy of their good wishes. I would
I could In any way testify that I am most desirous
to          them. Farewell and          my friends.

Prague, August 13, 157,5-ll
